
June 8, 2007

5036 Corun Road

Jefferson, MD  21755

Ms. Danielle Lucid

Maryland Department of the Environment

TARSA/319(h) Program, Floor 5

1800 Washington Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland   21230-1718

Dear Ms. Lucid,

I am writing on behalf of the Environmental Committee of the Jefferson Ruritan Club to express my support for Frederick County Watershed Management Section’s “Catoctin and Bennett Creek Watershed Planning and Demonstration Project” grant application to Section 319(h) for funding to improve water quality and wildlife habitat.  The goals of this initiative are to develop a Watershed Plan in the Catoctin Creek Watershed to inventory stressor sources that are causing impairments in the Catoctin Creek Watershed,, and develop plans for Nonpoint Source (NPS) Best Management Practices (BMPs) that will remove the stressors.   The Project will install nonstructural demonstration projects in wetland, riparian, and upland areas that are designed to remove the impairments that have placed Bennett and Catoctin Creeks on the 303(d) list, and will provide wetland mitigation sites for state and federal agencies.

The Environmental Club looks forward to partnering with the Watershed Management Section in the development of a Watershed Plan for the Catoctin Creek watershed and in further implementation of best management practices in the Catoctin Creek watershed.  In particular, we plan to work on native tree planting projects, a possible rain garden or wetland enhancement project and a trail project that would give local travelers an alternative to automobile travel.

I fully support this project and strongly urge you to consider full funding.

Sincerely,

Jim Carpenter

Environmental Committee Chairman

Jefferson Ruritan Club

http://JeffersonMd.net/Ruritan 

